March 5, 2009
Robert W. Turner, Senior Vice President Corporate Relations
Scott D. Moore, Vice President Public Affairs Corporate Relations
Luis A. Heredia, Director Public Affairs Corporate Relations
Wesley J. Lujan, Director, Public Affairs
 

Gentleman,
 

The American Sand Association (ASA) represents approximately 35,000 Sand Sport enthusiasts that recreate at the Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area (ISDRA). We also have approximately 400 business sponsors. The mission of the ASA is simple: "Unite, Inform and Mobilize" We accomplish that mission through the use of volunteers. We believe in responsible resource management for the people. The ASA supports a national cooperation of local and regional sand sport organizations and shares with them ideas and information to help them Unite, Inform and Mobilize. You may learn more about our organization at our website http://asasand.com/
 

The ASA is a respected partner and has facilitated numerous partnership with the local, state and federal agencies responsible for the management of the ISDRA. We believe our record of positive stewardship regarding not only the dunes themselves, but respect for our neighbors stands on it’s own as a testament to our commitment to responsible land use. 
 

We are pleased to learn of your recent meeting with Wally Leimgruber, Chairman of the Imperial Count Board of Supervisors. Wally was encouraged by the Union Pacific's (UP) willingness to work with the land manager and the ISDRA stakeholders in identifying an alternate access route to the Wash Road ISDRA camping area. The engineering, environmental process and funding of alternate access is a time consuming process. During this time of national austerity advance planning and communication with our neighbors and associates is even more important. An open and transparent planning process is the key to a mutually successful outcome. We look forward to working with you, the land manager and the local community in developing both short and long term solutions for access to this important recreation asset. 
 

We believe that a face to face meeting with UP representatives will reinforce the process that UP initiated in the March 3rd meeting with Wally Leimgruber. Your willingness to continue the planning process with the ISDRA stakeholders will be appreciated.
 

Bob Mason
President, ASA Board of Directors
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