Letter to Budge Committee Members

Dear [insert Legislator’s name]:

I am writing to you as a voting resident of State of California to share my displeasure in hearing that my family recreation of off-roading is being threatened by the state considering taking more of the Off Highway (OHV) monies to fund State Parks that do NOT allow OHV use.  I will refer to the OHV Program as “mine” or “ours” because the OHV Program has been and will continue to be self-funded by hard-working families like mine.  

Back in 1971, we, the OHV community, agreed not to use General Fund monies to operate and maintain our system of recreation thus the Off Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Division of State Parks was created and is soley funded by the taxes paid on the gasoline our community uses while recreating off-highway, OHV registration and entrance fees to the State Vehicular Recreation Areas (SVRAs).  Our program is structured to secure the future of OHV recreation while providing for environmental balance.  If more money is taken from our program, the balance of law enforcement, environmental concerns (which includes the preservation of endangered species) is broken thus threatening the future of my family’s recreation, which in days like today, is very precious and is much needed.

So with this, I ask you not to support the concept of raiding my OHV Program for more monies ($90M was already borrowed from the OHV Trust Fund a few months ago) to help support other parks that do not offer/allow OHV use.  I understand our state is in a fiscal crisis but to punish my family and other’s that have created a way to have managed, self-funding recreation is unacceptable.  Hopefully our OHV program can be used as a model for other state programs so their future can be secured as well.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

[Address]

